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Pharmaceutical market in Switzerland
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Pharmaceutical market by reimbursability
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Pharmaceutical market by reimbursability
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Generics
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Generics
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Sales outlets by turnover and inventory
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Sales outlets by turnover and inventory
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Biotech and gene tech products
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Market share of medicines by indication area

11Pricing and Reimbursement



Approval of medicines/number of approved
medicines

12Pricing and Reimbursement



Approval of medicines/number of approved
medicines
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Medicines in the Specialties List (SL)
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Medicines in the Specialties List (SL)
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Composition of the price of a medicine
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Prices of medicines: foreign-price comparison
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Prices of medicines: foreign-price comparison
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Pricing for Reimbursement | Basics

step 1: market authorization

• legal basis: Therapeutic Products Act
• competent authority: Swiss Agency for Therapeutic Products 

(«swissmedic»)
• requirements: (i) high quality, (ii) safety, (iii) efficacy

step 2: pricing and reimbursement

• legal basis: Health Insurance Act
• competent authority: Federal Office of Public Health («FOPH»)
• requirements: (i) market authorization; (ii) efficacy, (iii) fitness

for purpose, (iv) cost effectiveness
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Pricing for Reimbursement | Requirements

 if all requirements are met, FOPH includes product in the «list of 

pharmaceutical specialities» which allows reibursement by health

insurances

scope of FOPH’s review:

market authorization given?    

efficacy does product indicate capacity for beneficial effect?

fitness for purpose acceptable risk of adverse effects / improper use?

cost effectiveness best price for best healing power?
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Pricing for Reimbursement | Examination

21Pricing and Reimbursement



Basic Principles

 In the three-year price reviews, prices can only be 

reduced, but not increased

 Applications for price increases are possible

 Since March 2017, equal weight has been given to 

international reference pricing and therapeutic reference 

pricing both for the initial inclusion in the SL and also 

for all price reviews
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Foreign Countries Comparison

 Basket of countries made up of 

 Austria

 Denmark

 France

 Germany

 Great Britain

 the Netherlands

 Belgium

 Finland

 Sweden.

23Pricing and Reimbursement



Price comparisons of European states
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Switzerland as reference country
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Basel
Aeschenvorstadt 4 
CH-4010 Basel 
Tel +41 58 211 33 00 
Fax +41 58 211 33 10 

Zurich
Schuetzengasse 1 
CH-8021 Zurich
Tel +41 58 211 34 00 
Fax +41 58 211 34 10

Thank you.
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